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Proverbs iii. 6. 


In all thy ways, acknowledg him. 


WERIMEAT would not be eafie for men 
WEE” with little Temptation to be 
Ou. FS drawn into great Sins, if the 
DNoI7 AE were fully perſwaded that 
EASS God was preſent, did behold 
the Aﬀronts they were put- 
ting upon him, and* would call them to a 


{tr i&t 
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{triEt account for them : Neither would good 
Chriſtians be lo afftrighted- with the remote 
appearances of danger, and fink ſo quickly 
under Affliction, had they a firm belief that 
God was ever nigh them, and ready to deli- 
verand ſupport them. 

Thole Holy Perſons who accuſtom them- 
ſelves to conceive God always preſent, as 
they dread doing the leaſt evil, or neglecting 
any part of their Duty,ſo the molt terrible and 
cruel Attempts of the Wicked, cannot make 
them withdraw their Dependance upon the 


' Divine Providence, or renounce the hopes 


they have in-God's Mercy : So that the Bold- 
neſs and Security which does appear in bad 
men, and the unreaſonable and groundlels 
Fears to be found in ſome Chriſtians, do 
both chiefly proceed from their want of a 
hearty Perſuaſion of the Omnipreſence of 
God, who obſerves their whole Behaviour, 
and will certainly puniſh Sinners, but protect 
and preſerve his Servants. | 
Nothing then will more ſuppreſs Wicked- 
neſs, and diſmay and terrifie Sinners, than 
frequent Meditations upon the Divine Pre- 
ſence ; and nothing would ſo uphold our 
Spirits in. all Conditions, as to let it be our 
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daily Practice to think of the unerring Pro- 
vidence of God, which diſpolſes all Afﬀairs 
and Events by wiſe Rules, and ſends Good 
or Evil to men according as the circumſtances 
of their prelent ſtate do require, and ever 
with a deſign to make them the better 
thereby. 

If therefore men did believe that God go- 
verned the World, and ordered all the Afﬀairs 
thereof, they could not aſcribe the iſſue of 
things to their own Power, and look upon the 
Praiecley of their Condition to be the effeCt 
alone of their own Wiſdom and good Ma- 
nagement. Neither would they think that 
thole Pains, Lofles, and Calamities came 
by Accident and Chance, which God ſent on 
purpoſe, either to try their love, or to reform 
their Manners, or to puniſh their Sins for an 
example to others. 

- It muſt much abate the Bitterneſs of AMi- 
ions and Lofles, to be convinced, that they 
who are humbled under them , who bear 
them meekly, and dutifully do ſubmit to 
the Pleaſure of God, will thereby greatly 
improve the Graces and Virtues of their Soul, 
and ſhall receive ſome extraordinary Blefling 
from the hand of God, the reliſh of which 
B 2 will 


—— 


; Of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs | 


will be much heighten'd by their paſt ſuffer- 
ings. Soasin due cime they ſhall ſee good 
reaſon for that Calamity, which was at pres 
ſent ſo grievous unto them. 

They then who think God does not con- 
cern himſelf inthe Aﬀairs of the World, nor 


| regard the Lives of Men, can never truly 


Reverence him, nor Worſhip him ſincerely ; 
but whereever there is a vigorous belief of 
Providence, it will always be followed with 
the Love and Fear of God. 

That therefore in the courſe of our Lives, 
we may ſet the Lord before us, and dire our 
Deſigns to his Glory, that we may ule the 
Goods he gives us, diſcreetly and temperate- 
ly; and when he afflicts us, that we may be 
patient, quiet, and humble, and without 
Murmur or Complaint, make an entire Re- 
fignation of our (elves, and of all we have, 
unto his Righteous Will , that we may be 

rateful -for his Mercies, and- in all our ways 
acknowleds him, and think of him; I ſhall 
take leave to propoſe theſe following things 
to your Confideration, 

(1.) That nothing can come tous through 
th2whole Courle of this Life, without the 
Ocder or Permiſſion of Providence. 

(2.) That 
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2.) That we ſhould ſometimes receive 
Evilfrom the Hand of God as well as good, is 
very agreeableto his Wiſdom. 

(3.) Thar if we equally conſider things, 
God's Goodneſs and Mercy will appear in our 
oreateſt Sufferings. 

(1.) That nothing can come to us through 
the whole courſe af this Lite, without the 
order, or at leaſt, the permiſſion of Provi- 
dence. When God had made the World, 
he did not leave it to ſhift for it (elf, withour 
any farther regard of it: But his Power does as 
truly appear in the Preſervation and Govern- 
ment thereof, as it did in its Creation. What 
he thought fic for his Power to give Being 
and Life to, he thinks becoming his Good- 
neſs and Wiſdom to uphold and prelerve. as 
judging all the works of his Hands, worthy 
of his Providence and Care. 

So that there is not any thing which does 
come by inflexible Fate, or depend upon the 
uncertainties of Fortune : But God does look 
down upon every work, he beholds the car- 
riage of all his Creatures ; he perpetually lup- 
ports the order among things, and directs the 
whole courſe of Nature in ſuch juſt manner, 


as ſhall ſerye for the greateſt good and hap- 
puels 
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pineſs of the Creation, and moſt illuſtrate his 
own Glory, * | 

This all follows plainly from the Nature 
of God, which conliſts in infinite Perfection 
but the denying of Providence, or the {up- 
poſal that matters go in the World, either 
by Fate, or Chance, is moſt repugnant to 
the Bleſſed Nature of God, and does contra- 
di&t almoſt every one of his Attributes and 
Perfe&tions ; who could not be Almighty if 
there was any Power independent upon his ; 
who would not be infinitely Wile if he Go- 
vern'd the vaſt productions of his Power by 
no Laws; whoſe Goodneſs would not be 
boundleſs, if he had no care of thoſe who 
Loved Him ; if he did not reſcue thoſe who 
ſuffer'd for his ſake ; whole Knowledg would 
not be immenſeif he did not ſee all that. was 
acted in the World, if he was not an obſerver 
of the words and deeds, but alſo privy to the 
very thoughts of his Creatures. 
Lo ent & coi i eons | Without all things done 
| quid precaynr Deos? Cur ſacris Poniſi Under the Sun lay open to 


F "=e 7" R ? 
C65, CWr Auſpiciis Augures praſunt 


«| Quid optamus a Diis immurtalibus ? the Divine view, why ſhould 
'} Quid wovemus ? At etiam liber eft E- the Good hope in God's 
Mercy, or the Wicked trem- 
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W. | #iras, fi Di: humana non Curant? Cic. ble at his Juſtice ? If he did 
| | de nat. Deor Lib. x. 
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not at all mind the ways of men, they 
would have no qnotives to Love him, nor 
reaſon to Fear they ſhould fall under his 
diſpleaſure, by a@Qing the moſt horrid Imes 
pleties. 

Prayer is the primary Duty of Chriſtians, 
the great Inſtrument by which they obtain a 
ſupply of all neceſlarics, Bodily and Spiritual, 
and the chief ſupport of their Minds in Trou- 
ble; whereby they compole themſelves to en- 
dure the ſharpeſt Sufferings, and become con- 
querors of their ſtrongeſt Temptations : But 
if God has no Knowledg of the affairs of this 
World, the reaſon and very foundation of 
Prayer will be deſtroyed, which ſuppoſes, 
that God knows all the Circumſtances of our 
particular caſe, and does not only hear. us 
when we call upon him in our want and di- 
ſtreſs, but alſo that he has both the Power, 
and the Will, to relieve, or deliver all thole 
who make their humble ſupplications unto 
him, 

Did affliftions happen by meer Chance; 
we ſhould not know how to behave our 
ſelves under them, we {ſhould have no en- 
couragement to bear them Patiently, nor 
Kill ro make a due Proviſton for choſe which 
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may le1ze upon us hereafter, and turn them 
into a benefit to our Souls. , | 

But when we know from whence they 
core, and that our Cup, how bitter ſoevyer 
it be, was mingled by the merciful hand of our 
Moſt Gracious Father for the Health of our 
Souls; with what readineſs and couraze ſhall 
we ſtoop to our Burden, and what an hum- 
ble and heavenly Temper ſhall we attain by 
our Sufferings ? 

Did not God know us, or take notice of 
our Lives, how could he now Govern the 
World, or Judge it hereafter > Inſomuch as 
there isno calling the truth of the Doftrine of 
Providence into queſtion, without ſtriking at 
the foundation of all the Arguments for Di- 
vine Worſhip, for the Fear and Service of God, 
for Truſt in his Mercy, and hope in his Aſſi- 
ſtance: and without putting an end to every 
reaſonable thought about future Rewards 
and Puniſhments. 

Bur though there be a great deal of Malice 
in the objections againſt Providence , yer 
upon little examination they will be found 
weak, and ſuch as cannot ſhake the belief of 
any who will impartially conſider them, 
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"Tis objected, That tor God to have the 
care of all things upon him, would dilturb 
his Peace ; and that for him to coadeſcend to 
obſerve the actions of rrifiing Man, and to 
have a regard tothe [mall and vileſt parcels of 
the World, would be -elow the dignity of his 
Glorious Majelty. | | 

The weakneſs of this Obje&ion, which is 
ſo much flouciſht by the Epicureans, yes herein, 
That they ſuppoſe God to be l:ke unto men, 
who can hardly cranſact any affair wiſely 
without much thinking; who: cannot be 
concern'd in many things together withour 

reat di{quiet and trouble, Now the trou- 

le, uneaſineſs, irrelolution and difticulty, 
which men find in much or great buſineis,does 
arile from their faculries being tinted : they 
are fainto turn things up and down in their 
thoughts, and to work their brains with long 
conſideration before they can reſolve what 
is fit to be done ; and after = have reſolved, 


they are as much at a loſs for means to ac- 


compliſh their deſigns. But what is more 
evident, than that the boundleſs Power, 
Wiſdom and Knowledg of God, cannot be 
expoſed to any of theſe Objections and Difh- 
culties? Therefore to diſown Providence in ; 
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may leize upon us hereafter, and turn them 
into a benefit to our Souls. , 

But when we know from whence they 
come, and that our Cup, how bitter foever 
it be, was mingled by the merciful hand of our 
Moſt Gracious Father for the Health of our 
Souls ; with what readineſs and courage ſhall 
we ſtoopto our Burden, and what an hum- 
ble and heavenly Temper {hall we attain by 
our Sufferings ? 

Did not God know us, or take notice of 
our Lives, how could he now Govern the 
World, or Judge it hereafter ? Inſomuch as 
there isno calling the truth of the DoCtrine of 
Providence into queſtion, without ſtriking at 

| the foundation of all the Arguments for Di- 
vine Worſhip, for the Fear and Service of God, 
for Truſt in his Mercy, and hope in his Aſſi- 
ſtance: and without putting an end to every 
reaſonable thought about future Rewards 
and Puniſhments. 

Bur though there be a great deal of Malice 
in the objeCtions againſt Providence , yet 
upon little examination they will be found 
weak, and ſ{uch as cannot ſhake the belief of 
any who will impartially conſider them, 
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*'Tis objected, That tor God to have the 
care of all things upon him, would dilturb 
his Peace ; and that for him to coadeſcend to 
obſerve the actions of rrifting Man, and to 
have a regard tothe [mall and vileſt parcels of 
the World, would be relow the dignity of his 
Glorious Majelty. | | 

The weakneſs of this Obje&ion, which is 
ſo much flouciſhr by the Epicureans, yes herein, 
That they ſuppoſe God to be l:ke unto men, 
who can hardly cranla&t any affair wiſely 
without much thinking; who cannot be 
concern'd in many things together withour 

reat diſquiet and trouble, Now the trou- 

le, uneaſineſs, irrelolution and difticulty, 
which men find in much or great bulineis,does 
ariſe from their faculties being ſtinted : they 
are fainto turn things up and down in their 
thoughts, and to work their brains with long 
conſideration before they can reſolve what 
is ic to be done ; and after _ have reſolved, 


they are as much at a loſs for means to ac- 


compliſh their deſigns. But what is more 
evident, than that the boundleſs Power, 
Viſdom and Knowledg of God, cannot be 
expoſed to any of theſe Objections and Difh- 
culties 2 Therefore to diſown Providence in | 
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* Verius eſti-the plain conſequence of things, is to deny 
gitur nimirum 
ulud, quod Fa- 
miliaris omni- 
um noſtrum Poſidonius difſeruit in libro quinto de natura Deorum, nullos eſſe Deos 
Epicuro videri ; quzque isde Diis immortalibus dixerit,invidiz deteſtandz gratil dixifſe, 
Neque enim tam defipiens fuifſer, ur homunculi ſimilem Deum fingerer lineamentis 
duntaxat extremis, non habitu ſolido, membris hominis predirum omnibus, uſu Mem- 
brorum ne minimoquidem, exilem quendam ac perlucidum, nihil cuique tribuentem, 
nihil gratificantem omnino, nihil curantem, nihil agentem. Quz natura primum nulla 
eſſe poteſt, idque videns Epicurus, re tollit, orationerelinquit Deos. Cic. de nat. Deor. ib. 


the exiſtence of an Inhnitely perfect Being *. 


And chough we may bear with ſuch a ſorry 
Objection as this in the Epicures, who were 
ſo vain, as to aſcribe the Original of the 
World, in which do appear ſo many of the 
marks of deep Skill and Wiſe contrivance,to a 
Forruirous concourſe, or caſual jumble of 
Atomes; yet it would be intolerable in Chri- 
ſtians, who profeſs heartily tro believe God 
to be Maker of Heaven and Earth, to hold 
that he ſhould not think the things Worthy 
of his Care and Prote&tion, which he once 
thought Worthy of his Making : or that he 
{ſhould meet with Difficulties and Troubles in 
Governing the World, who found none m 
Creating it. 

As the firm Belief of Providence is of valt 


concernment to our Souls, ſo the ' Spirit of } 
God has made many declarations of it, and | 
tully ſer forth all the parts thereof in Holy | 
Scripture, | 
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Scripture, not only how God is pleaſed to en- 

age himſelf in making proviſion for the 
Children of men, but how his care does ex- 
tend to the ſmalleſt Creatures, and the 
meaneſt partsof the Creation. 

We are taught not only that the Rational 

Beings do live and move and fubſiſt by the 
Goodneſs of their Maker ; but that he con- 
deſcends to feed the little Sparrow, and to 
cloath the fading Lillies of the Field, and 
even to number the {lender Hairs upon our 
Head. 
Furthermore, in the Word of God is ſet 
forth all the ſorts of Inſtances, in which 
the Divine Providence does manifeſt it 
ſelf to men , who ſeem to be the extra- 
ordinary Obje&s of God's Care and Love. 
There an account -is given how God con- 
cerns himſelf in our Birth and firſt Production; 
that he makes the barren Woman to be a 
joyful Mother of Children ; that it is he that 
takes us out of the Womb; that he is our 
Hope, and our whole Dependance is upon 
Him, from the time we hung on our Mothers 
Breaſts ; and that the Mouths of Babes and 
Sucklings, ſet forth the Praiſe of his Provi- 
dence. 


That 
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That the Divine Providence doth not onl 
exerciſe it lelf about particular Perſons, bur 
reaches unto Societies and Communions , 
and takesCities andNations within it's ſpecial 
Cognilance ; that both their Proſperity and 
Sufferings come from him; that except he keep 
the City, the watchman waketh bur in vain; and 
that no Evil happens there, but he hath done it ; 
and that he ever makes them to Flouriſh or 
Decline,in proportion to their Virtues or their 
Sins, the univerſal good of the Creation being 
the great deſign and meaſure of his Provi- 
dence. | 

The Holy Scriptures ſometimes acquaint 
us with thoſe parts of Providence which re- 
late to God's Infinite Knowledg, and the 
Righteouſneſs of his Dealings, that nothing 
which we do or think can be hid from Him, 
bur that all lies open and naked to the Pre- 
{ence of Him beſore whom we ſtand ; that 
exact obſcrvation is made of every turn and 
deſign in our Lives ; that he ſeeth all under 
the whole Heaven, and looketh unto the 
ends of the Earth ; that our whole behaviour 
is as it were regiſted in a Book; that ac the great 
Day of Judgment,this Book ſhall be open'd, 

and we be Sentenc'd to EyerlaſtingHappineſs 
| Or 
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or Miſery, according as our Lives ſhall from 
thence appear to have been Good or Evil. 

In our Bibles we learn that God ſuffers Af- 
fictions to fall upon his own People, and are 
there ſhewn the juſt realons of thole Proceed- 
ings of his, which at firſt view leem'd hardly 
conſiſtent with his immenſe Goodneſs ; and 
that all chings in the end ſhall work together 
for the good of them wholove him. 

There we alſo learn,that the Preſecyation 
and Continuance of Life, is not in our power, 
and chat length of days does not depend upon 
our caie and skill, but that God keeps the if- 
ſues of Life and Death in his own hand, and 
we never by any means can be aflured, how 
long we have to live, who ſee the days of 
the weak and fickly ſometimes extended to 
very old Age; and they of ſtrong Conſtitu- 
tions, and of firm and vigorous heal:h, lopt 
off in their green Years, and full Strength ; 
and all this, that we may never preſume to 
ſet Death at a great diſt:ace from us, but 
manage the preſent time prudently, and cir- 
cumſpectly, and not rely upon infinitely con- 
tingent Futurity, in the great Aﬀair of our 
Souls, for the due care of which, we were 
lent into the world. 
in 
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In this Word of God we find an account 
not only of the uncertainty of our Lives, 
but of all the other Goods we poſſeſs, which 
belong unto the preſent ſtate ; that the pol- 
ſefion we have of them is very precaious, 
and that of a ſudden we may very many 
ways be put out of the enjoyment of thole 
things we eſteemed moſt, had kept longeſt, 
and were moſt ſecure of. 

But tho the ways of turning us out of what 
we have, be many, yet the Holy Scripture 

ives us good aſſurance, that we ſhall never 
- dilpoſleſt of the leaſt good without the 
Appointment or *Licenſe of Providence; 
that as we may not ſet our hearts upon any 
of the things of the World, which we have, 
ſo we may bear Loſſes quietly ; and without 
_ the Peace of our Minds, and making 
any abatement of our Love of God, =- 
ſubmirco every change in our condition, wit 
the Patience of Job, yielding back to the 
Lord what he had given. 

Sometimes the Scriptures diſcourſe of the 
ſtrange Changes which are made in King- 
doms ; how God pulls men down, and ſets 
others up by unlikely means, and when they 
leaſt expeRted it ; and that in an inſtant he 
ſtript 
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ſtripe chem of their valt Poſſefions, when 
their Power and Plenty had thruſt him our 
of all their thoughts, and they placed their 
ſecurity in their own ſtrength, and did not 
attribute to his Providence the Glory of their 
Greatnels, 

Of the wonderful efte&ts of Providence, 
we have unqueſtionable examples in all 
Ages, wheiein the motion of God's hand 
hath been ſo vittble, that neceſſity will com- 
pel mea to aſcribe them to him. 

How frequently hath the interpoſition of 
the Divine Power been clearly manifeſt in 
the Riſe and Declenhon of Kingdoms, and'in 
the ſurprizing Periods which have been putto 
mighty Empires by ſmall and improbable 
Cauſes, notwithſtanding they were founded 
in deep Policy, and had been of long conti- 
nuance ; he in a moment breaking the firm 
frame of things, and turning up the Founda- 
tions which were laid by the Counſels of the 
moſt skiltul and [agacious men ? 

VVhen the meaſure of the fins of a great 
People is full, and their Iniquicies are grown 
up to a ripeneſs fit for ruin, ſo that God will 
no longer endure the abule of his Mercies, 
and the bold affronts which are put upon his 

Love 
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Love and Kindneſs ; then Deſtruction comes 
ſwiftly upon them, and they receive their ter- 
rible overthrow from thoſe hands which they 
did delpiſe. 

Hiſtories of all Countries furniſh us with 
inſtances of this kind; and we may read abun- 
dance of the myſterious variety of the work- 
ings of Providence in the quick turns, and 
amazing changes which did happen to the 
Kingdoms of Judah and Iſrael : Either thefick 
or the lame have ſtrength enough to pull 
down the mightieſt Nation, when the crying 
{ins thereof have provoked God peremprori- 
»} to reſolve, that there ſhall be an end pur to 
all its Glory and Power. 
| Off this caſe we have a memorable decla- 
ration made from the Lord to the Jews, by 
the Prophet Jeremy, of the fatal Blow which 
ſhould be given to their Kingdom, even by 
thoſe they themſelves had beaten; and that 
only the wounded men which remained, 
{hould be ſufficiently able to ſer Fire to their 
City, and lay it in Aſhes. 

Thus ſaith the Lord, Deceive not your ſelves, ſay 
ing, The Chaldeans ſhall ſurely depart from us ; for 
they ſhall not depart ; for tho ye ha4 ſmitten the 


Whole army of the Chaldeans, that fight againſt 
you, 
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you , and there remained but wounded men 
among them , yet ſhould they riſe up every man in 
his tent, and burn this city with fire. Now when 
only the wounded and ſhatter'd remains of a 
Conquer'd Army, fhall be able toattack and 
take a well fortified City, the great diſpropor- 
tion between the Inſtruments and the Work, 
muſt force the mouths of the Inhabitants to 
confeſs, that it is the Lord's doings, and that 


their Milery is juſtly pulled down from Hea- 


yen, by their abominable fins. 
Wherefore when we behold any Empire or 
Kingdom that hath been long ſetled, taken 
deep root, enlarged its Borders, and was z 
Terror to its Neighbours, to diffolye on a 
ſudden, and tumble down, and all the Limbs 
of this well-builr, and often-try'd Body, at 
once to be dil-jointed; will not in this ſtrange 
and unaccountable Revolution, the Prints be 
moſt conſ{picuous and plain, of the All-ſeein 
and All-diſpoſing Providence of God, who 
turns the Wiſdom of the Wile into Fooliſh- 
neſs ; does not give the Race to the Swift, 
nor the Battel to the Strong ? 
On the other hand,to ſee a {mall Society or 
Body of Men, preſery'd when environ'd with 
D Powerful 


— 


18, Of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs 


—— 


Powerful Enemies, each of which could have 
devouredit; and its State and Condi:ion ſup- 
por:ed, when they did all conſpire to work 
its ruin ; and Peace and Safety. reſtored by 
moſt improbable means, where there was no 
appearance or likelihood of it, muſt be a de- 
monſtration that God governs the world, and 
orders all the affairs thereof. 

From hence it is, as the Divine Providence 
hath wonderfully put forth it lelf in all times, 
ſo God ſhews himſelf highly diſpleaſcd , 
when his people preſume to call his Care of 
them into queſtion, and make any doubt whe- 
ther he obſerves their behaviour ; declarin 
it to be utterly impoſſible, that he ſhould ei- 

Ezek.9. 9, 10. ther negleCt or forget them, ----- Fur they ſay, 

Ws 49-14'5- the Lord bath forſaken the earth, and the Lord ſeeth 
not. And as for me alſo, my eye ſhall not ſpare, 
neither will T have pify. ----But Zion ſaid, The 
Lord bath forſaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten 
me. Can a woman forget ber ſucking children, that 
ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on the Son of ber 
womb ? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget 
thee. 

Thus I have diſpatch'd the firſt Head of 


this Diſcourſe, namely that nothing can come 
to 
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to us through the whole courſe of this life, 
without the Order, or at leaſt the Permiſſion 
of Providence; and ſhewn, That not only the 
Proſperity and Adverfity, the Poverty and 
Riches, the Wiſdom and Underſtanding, the 
Length of Days, and Death of particular 
Perſons, bur alſo the Growth and Fall of 
Nations and Kingdoms , comes from the 
Lord :* Who humbleth himſelf to behold the things 


; 32. 18,19. 
that are done in Heaven aud Earth : He ſheweth?**? "I | 


loving kindneſs unto thouſands, and recompenceth 
the iniquity of the fathers into the boſom of their 
Children after them : The great, the mighty God, 
the Lord of Hoſts is his name, great in counſel, and 
mighty in works ; for thine eyes are open upon all the 
ways of the ſons of men, to give every one ac- 
cording to bis ways , and according to the fruit 
of his doings. 

(2.) That we ſhould receive evil from the 
hand of God, as well as good, is very agree- 
able to his Wiſdom: In the miſeries God 
ſends or ſuffers to fall upon men in this life, 
many of his great Fnds in governing the 
world, are (erv'd, and much Spiritual Pro- 
fic may accrue to them, who by the croſs 
Events and Diſapp-1ntments they here en- 

2 counter, 
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counter, are wean'd from the world, and 
will not be drawn in by its moſt alluring 
Temprations; who every day diſcovering 
more the vanity of all earthly Pleaſures, have 
an immediate recourle to God, and entirel 
depend upon his Wildom and Goodneſs beth 
as to their preſent condition, and that happy 
one they hope for hereafter. 

All men receive Proſperity from God ver 
kinJly , tho they frequently make an ill wy 
of it; but when he ſends any affliction, how 
much-ſoever they may ſtand in need thereof, 
they forthwith complain, asf he dealt hardly 
by them. Nay, when he lays a far lighter 
Judgment upon them, than their folly and ſin 
has deſery'd, and than the preſent ſickly con- 
dition of their ſoul did require, immediately 
both his Juſtice and his Wiſdom muſt be im- 
peached. 

Poor man ! he thinks he has ſevere uſage, 
when God is very merciful unto him ; andis 
apt to grumble and be querulous, when the 
Divine Wildom does ule the moſt proper and 
ſuitable methods to do his ſoul the greateſt 
good, Moſt men, it they might chule for 
themſelves, would never have any thing _ 
crols 
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crols to their own Wills; and the beſt reaſon 
that may be for their ſufferings, will ſcarce 
bring them to think well of them, ortojudg 
favourably of him who order'd aud lent 
them, 

This is uſually the perverſe behaviour of 
thole mean ſpirits, in every trouble and diſap- 
pointment, who having fixt their hearts upon 
the goods of this world, do never lift up 
their hands and eyes towards the Glorious 
Heavens, or ſpend any thoughts upon the 
boundleſs Eternity into which they are ready 
to launch : Ir is alſo true, That God's own 
People may ſometimes have their feer flip, 
and be at firſt tagger'd by agreat evil, which 
ſuddenly ſurprizes them ; but with a little 
thought and recolleftion, they recover the 
due temper of their minds, and diſcern the 
calamity to be ſo fit and reaſonable for their 
condition, that they not only frame them- 
ſelves to a fincere ſubmiſſion toGod's pleaſure, 
but devoutly magnifie and praiſe his Name 
for the ſignal advantage their ſouls will gain 
thereby. 

This is the language of the Saints ; Behold, 
happy is the man whom God correfteth ; therefore 


deſpiſe 
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deſpiſe not thou the chaſtumg of the Alnughty, Job 
5. 17. Whom the Lord loveth, be correfteth,Prov. 
3. 12. 1know, O Lord, that thy Judgments are 
right ; and that thou of faithfulneſs haſt afflied 
me, Plal. 119.75. 

© Blaſpheme not God, who makes proviſi- 
© on for our ſouls with much Wiſdom,, and 
© great care, and by a ſupply of good things, 
©and the fear of ſtripes, does teach us the 
© Elements of Virtue, and pulls up the diſeaſe 
© of Vice by theroots, and caules bright and 
© gladiom health in the ſoul, 

Now if by every injury againſt their Re- 
putation, every damage in their Eſtate, eve- 
ry loſs of dearrelations, every hurt and pain 
in their Body, and by every melancholly and 
grievous thought which may happen in their 
minds, God deſigns not to torment, bur to 
purify and reform his people, there can beno 
reaſon why they ſhould not accept all in good 
part which comes , nor why it ſhould be 
thought a ſtrong Objection againſt the Wil- 
dom of Providence, That the Righteous now 
and then ſuffer, and have their ſhare of the 
afflictions of this world, 


But 
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But becaule this has been a difhculc rub in 
the way, at which as well the virtuous, as 
bad men have ſtumbled; in a more particular 
anſwer thereunto, I deſire the following 
things may be conlider'd, 


(1.) That we are not competent judges 
any more of che righteouſneſs of men, than 
of the reaſons of their ſufferings : We that do 
not know the hearts of men, nor ſee the (e- 
crets which are lodged there, cannot pro- 
nounce who are truly good. Thole who 
make a fair ſhew of Religion , and take 
pains to have the worldeaagnk well of 
them, may have much wickedneſs lurk in 
their hearts, and privately be exceeding vi- 
c1ous. 

But unleſs we knew certainly who were 
ſincerely virtuous men, and who were hypo- 
crites, we have no right to make this —_ 
on; and it will be very unjuſt and prelumps 
tuous in us,to charge itas a dete&t and blemiſh 
in the Divine Providence, T hat the Righteous 
are frequently afflicted ; ſince that which 
may look like an undelerv'd Calamity of a 
good man, may, for ought we know, be but 


a juſt 
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a juſt Judgment of God, inflifted upon him 
for his Hypocrilie. 


(2.) Neither are we competent judges of 

the happy or miſerable ſtate, of the Proſperi- 

| *Lewmrſe ty or Calamities of men, * Thoſe who to 
£569 s appear the happy Perſons, may have ſo 
think 1 #' many unruly Paſſions within their breaſts, 


happy, becauſe that 1n a manner teat their ſouls in pieces, 


he is richer ; 

+han Creefus; and ſour all the Comforts and Pleaſures which 
re quickſig} t- . 

me, 1"1:5-e. their Greatneſs, Honour, or Plenty ſhould pro- 

us ; fironger 

Nie Cro- duce. 

toniates ; or 

more beautiful than Ganymedes : For be that has enſlaved his mind to a thouſand maſter;, 

to love Concupiſcence, Pleaſure, Fear, Folly , Luft, Injuſtice, can never be happy. 

' Philo de Provideat. Euſeb. Prep. Ev. p. 387. 


On the contrary, thoſe who in our eyes pals 
forvile and contemptible wretches, may have 
that peace in their minds, being hurried by no 
maſterleſs luſt, nor tortur'd with the guilt of 
any fin ; may have that joy ſpringing up in 
their ſouls conſtantly, from a ſenſe of the Fa- 
your of God, and the conſcience of their doing 
good to their fellow-creatures , that they 
would not change conditions with the greateſt 
Monarch upon Earth. 
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Poſſibly good men may be ſtraitned with 
Poverty, andhave little Authority and lnte- 
reſt in the world ; and yet for all this, they 
are ſtill happy ; for happinels does not conſiſt 
in abundance of Riches, nor a large compaſs 
of Power. 

Theſe things to them would have been a 
burden, and they therefore never ſought 
them; but a compoſed mind , devour 
thoughts, ealineſs in every condition, a chear- 
ful reſignation of themſelves, and of whac 
they had, to the Will of God, when Croſles 
and Sickneſs, and Diſgrace and Lofles ſhould 
come, is what they heartily deſired , and 
what they earneſtly prayed for, and what God 
graciouſly was pleaſed to give them, and in 
the enjoyment whereof they find real and 
moſt intenſe happineſs. 

Hence we may be inſtructed how to take 
the meaſures of our Felicity, and to form a 
true judgment who are the happy, who the 
miſerable men, 

That no manis happy by reaſon of his vaſt 
Riches, but Generous Mind, which makes 
him to live above them, and inclines him to 
the higheſt Inſtances of Charity ; ſo that he 

E Is 
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is merciful and lendeth ; he diſperſeth and gi- 
veth to the poor, and the acts of his Bounty 
ſhall be had in everlaſting remembrance. 

That no perlon is miſerable, becauſe by 
the malice of deſigning men he may beturn- 
ed out of his Native Soil ; ſince he may bear 
his Calamity ſo evenly, and with ſuch Subs» 
miſſion to Providence, as thereby to enſure 
to himſelf an habitation in the Heavenly and 
Eternal Countrey, from whence all the Pow- 
ers of Darkneſs can neyer baniſh him. 

That a man is not happy becaule he has a 
healthy and ſtrong Body ; but becauſe in an 
infirm and ſickly one, he does carefully pre- 
ſerve a ſound and ſpotleſs mind. | 

That he isnot miſerable who meets with 
much unkind uſage, and upon whom many 
croſs and ſharp things do fall ; But he, who 
being beſotted with proſperous Succeſles, 
doth lift up his eyes no higher, bur ſits down 
with the brictle and deceitful Goods of the 
preſent ſtate, and only among them ſeeks for 
reſt. Thus it is manifeſt, that real Felicity 
does conſiſt in the Innocence and Tranquility 


of the Mind, 


But 
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Buc notwithſtauding in the general we 
may pronounce all thole happy, who have 
quiet and unblemiſh'd Souls; yet we cannot 
ſpeak with confidence, as to the happineſs or 
milery of particular men, becaule by their 
outward Circumſtances, and appearance to 
the World, we can never be certain of the fin- 
cerity of their minds, nor whether they have 
thoſe Virtues in their Poſſeſſion, which cauſe 
ſolid Happineſs. Wherefore ſeeing we are 
not competently qualihed to judg either of 
the Piety or of the Happineſs of particular 
men, it evidently follows, That there is 
very little in that Popular ObjeCtion againſt 
the Divine Providence, taken from the ſeem- 
ing Adverlity of the Good, and flouriſhing 
ſtate of the Wicked. 

Further ; Neicher is it any diſparagement 
of Providence , nor unkindneſs in God to- 
wards his faithful ſervants, that ſometimes 
he tranſlates them early from hence, and per- 
mits them to dye in the vigour of their 
years: For can a greater fayour be done them 
for their ſhort and faithful ſervice, than for 
God to remove them not only from the dan- 


gers and temptations to ſin, but alſo from 
E 2 the 
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the manifold troubles and vexations of this 
life, unto his everlaſting Mercies? He does 
this in honour to them, that the wicked may 
behold and be concern'd , they are no longer 
worthy of them, nor of the Good they might 
receive from their Holy andWiſe Converſati- 
on : Beſides, when the Juſtice of God has 
decreed ſome dreadful Judgment againſt a 
wicked Nation, he often takes away his own 
People from the Evil to come. 


Wiſd. 4. 7,,0, But tho the :1gkteous be prevented with death, 


13, 14. 


yet ſhall he be in reſt ; for honourable age is not, 
which ſtandeth m length of time, nor that is meas 
ſured by number of years ; but wiſdom is the gray 
hair unto men, and an unſpotted life is old age. He 
pleaſed God, and was beloved of him ; ſo that li 
ving among ſinners be was tranſlated. He being 
made perfett in a ſhort time, fulfilled a long time ; 
for his ſoul pleaſed the Lord ; therefore haſted be 
to take him away from among the wicked. 

(3.) It is to be conſider'd, that the condi- 
tion of the World is ſuch, that there is a ne- 
ceſlity the Virtuous ſhould often be expoſed 
to the ſame Troubles and Misfortunes which 
happen to the Ungodly: And as the Wile 
Man ſpeaks, There will be one event to the righte- 
ous 
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ous and to the wicked ; for the Calamities of War, 
Peſtilence, Famine, and Fire, involve men 
of all Conditions, and take in the Holy with 
the Sinners. Neither the Nipping Froſts, nor 
ſcorching Heats, nor raging Floods, nor blaſt- 
ing Winds, make any difterence berween the 
lands of pious and bad Men; nor can a ſtorm 
at Sea, diſtinguiſh between their Goods 
which are in the ſame Veſlel. 


For a Man to look that God ſhould exempt 


him from theſe publick Evils, is to expect he 
ſhould alter the Courſe of Nature for his 
ſake, which is wiſely eſtabliſh'd, and for great 
ends; and therefore all ſuch hopes can have 
no ground, and muſt be deem'd very unrea- 
ſonable. 

(4) Notwithſtanding ſuch common Ca- 
lamities cannot be avoided, yet God always 
intends our good in every harſh diſappoint- 
ment which we meet with; and it will ad- 
mirably ſerve to mend the temper of our 
Minds. By Adverſity, which God never 
lets looſe upon us before itis uſeful for us, he 
makes an experiment of the reality of our 
affeftions towards him, whom we ought in- 
finitely to eſteem above all other things; by 
| It 
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it God tries our Conſtancy ; whether we 
will equally Love l:im, and preſerve asgreat 
a Reverence for him ia the days of our Sor- 
row, as when he crown'd us with plenty ? 
And it upon this Trial we entertain as honou- 
rable thoughts of the proceedings of his Pro- 
vidence, as when the World went well with 
us, he has attained his end in Viſiting us, and 
will quickly deliver us from our Grievance. For 
if under the (ereſt Crofles,the heavieſt Loſles, 
and ſharpeſt Pains, we uphold in our Souls as 
worthy opinions of God's Adminiſtration of 
Aﬀairs, as when he enricht us with his Blel- 
ſings ; then we ſhall make an undoubted dil 
covery of the ſincerity of our Love of Him); 
and it will be evident to men, that we value 
the Peace of Conſcience, and his Favour, a- 
bove all ſenſual comforts, 

Beſides, nothing will more leflen our 
eſteem of theſe mean and deſpicable plea- 
ſures, nor take off the edg of our defire for 
them, than frequently to be diſturbed in 
the enjoyment of them, and to have them 
forced away, when we were moſt delighted 
with them, and confidently promiſed to our 
ſelves their long continuance. 

It 
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Ic may indeed be a general Obſervation, 


.that much Proſperity corrupts mens Morals, 


and tempts them to rely upon their own 
Powers ; but Adverlicy reforms their Lives, 
and teaches them to knovw their own weak- 
neſs and wants, which they perceive would 
grow inſupportable, did God once withdraw 
his Aſſiſtance, 

Wherefore ſeeing, it is ſo much hard- 
erto walk uprightly before God in a flouriſh- 
ing condition, that make us apt to forget him, 
than in an afflicted ſtate, which naturallydiſpo» 
ſes us to ſeek the Lord, is there anyreaſon, why 
we ſhonld thus murmur at his Rod, and re- 
pine when he CorreCts us with the tenderneſs 
of a Father, and viſits us with his Judgments, 
only that he may heal our ſpiricual diſeaſes ? 

How terrible ſoever any Calamity may 
appear to us, yet it is ficted to our Circum- 
ſtances, and is not greater than the crazy 
ſtate of our Souls does ſtand in need of, For 
Troubles do not ſpring caſually ouc of the 
Earth; or fall upon us without meaſure or 
bounds : But God in his Wildom does order 
the time when we ſhall be Aficted; he deter- 
mines the kind of Evil which ſhall fall co our 
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Lot, and metes 'the very quantity that we 
muſt Suffer. Which as {oon as it has Hum- 
bledour Vanity, or extinguiſh'd our Luſt, or 
abated our Love of Riches, and reduced us 
co juſt apprehenſions of our ſelves, he certain- 
ly will recall from us, and let in the light of 
his countenance into ourhearts. 

Now this being the true ſtate of things, as 
will be plain toevery honeſt enquirer, it may 
be matter of wonder, why men take Afflictions 
ſo ill at the hand of God, when they know 
they proceed from his Love; and behave 
themſelves ſountowardly under almoſt every 
degree of Adverlity. 

A great caule of allthis, I judge to be, 
their making flight or no preparations for 
Afflitions before they come. * Now thereis 
thatdiſtration and diſorder railed in the Spi- 
rit of a man, who is ſurprized with any Ca- 
lamity, that he tofleth like a Bull in a Net, 
and has not temper enough left to conſider 
of the great Caules there were to move God 
to lay it upon him, or of the ſweer fruit he 
might gather from it by a modeſt and quiet 
carriage under the heavenly Diſcipline, and 
a total Submiſſion of himſelf to the will of 
his Merciful Father. Thev 


of PRoviDence, 


* They therefore who would bear troubles 
well, muſt live in a conſtant expeCtation of 
them, and in their good days lay up a ſtock 
of Chriſtian Graces againſt the Winter of Ad- 
verſity. They, I ſay, who inthe height of 
their Proſperity, will often and ſeriouſly re- 
fle&t upon the great change, that either by 
Loſſes and Pains, or certainly by Death, ina 
ſhort time will overtake them, and provide 
themſelves with the ſuffering-Virtues againſt 
that dark ſeaſon, will be ſo far from havin 

their ſpirits ſink at the approach either of At- 
flictions or Death it ſelf, chat it will raiſe them 
above the World, and mount and carry their 
Hearts and Aﬀections to God, who is the 


Centre of all ſound Peace, and ſolid Joy. 


How happy are thoſe ſouls, who when 
the World moſt ſmiles upon them, do not 
truſt it ; but furniſh themſelves with the Hu- 
mility, and the Meekneſs, and the Patience 
of Jelus againſt the evil day ; that as no Sick- 
nels or Trouble can much ſurprize them, ſo 
neither can it greatly , or long diſcompoſe 
their minds ; but they diſcern the Finger of 
God in ir, and turn itto their ſpiritual advan- 


tage. 
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And they therefore count it joy, when they 


fall into Tem nptatn ; 1, e. ſuffer afflition ; for 
they are aſſured,that God will not ſuffer them 


to be tempted above what they are able : 7f 
they are troubled on every fide, yet they ſhal! not be di- 
fireſſed ; if they are perplexed, they ſhall not deſpair 

if they are perſecuted, they ſhall not be forſa- | 
ken; if caſt down, they ſhall not be deſtroyed. 
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2 HAT if we equally 
conſider things, we ſhall 
' FS, be conſtrain'd to ac- 
pz knowledg, That God's 
AE Goodnels and Mercy 
do appear in our greatelt Sufferings ; and 
this -will be evident from the following 
Reaſons. 


(1.) Becauſe, if welook upon God as 
the Supreme Lord and Owner of the World, 
who alone has the Right of all, we ſhall find 
our ſelves tobe but Tenants at will, for eve- 
ry thing that we have : And if God has gi- 
yen us nothing, but during pleaſure, then 
let him take it away when Fe pleales, he can 
do us no wrong. 

Our Life, that makes us capable of his 


other Fayours ; our Health, which makes 
F 2 life 
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life comfortable ; our Relations, our Eſtates, 
our Eaſe and Peace, are all the tree Gifts of 
the Bounty of him, who had not the leaſt 
Obligation to us; and if he revoke them all, 
or any of them, we receive no Injury ; 
for he does but reſume his own Right. 
Inſomuch , as if God ſtrips us of all 
down to nothing, he will but leave us in 
the ſtate he found us: Wherefore we ought 
to be ſo far from charging him with un- 
kindneſs for any temporal Evil, that we 
muſt own , it is his ſingular Goodneſs we 
have been permitted the Enjoyment of ſo 
many of his Bleſſings ſuch a long time. 


(2.) We cannot but acknowledg the 
Goodneſs of God in our Troubles and Loſl- 
fes, when we conſider him as the great Fudg 
of the Lives of Men, and examine the 
Conditions upon which he was pleaſed to 
grant the uſe of his Creatures unto them, 
and the Puniſhments he has threatned to in- 
flit upon the diſobedient. 

Upon this Examination it will be plain to 
the greateſt Sufferers, that God has been 
merciful, in that they, in many particulars, 
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have broken the Conditions of the Cove- 
nant, which was made between him and 
them , and he has not taken the whole 
forfeiture. 
Thete is no breach of God's Law, inany 
reat inſtance, made coolly and deliberate- 
ly, but it does deſerve, not only a tempo» 
ral puniſhment, but the pains of Hell, 


ſhould God deal with us according to the . 


meaſures of ſtrict Juſtice. Now , when 
he, who if he proceeded ſtriftly againſt us, 
might paſs the Sentence of Death upon us, 
and ſhut us out of his preſence . for ever, 
does but gently correct us with ſuch 
chaſtiſements as are proper to reform our 
faults, and cauſe us to grieve we have of- 
fended our beſt Friend; What can we do 
but admire his Goodneſs, and magnify the 
riches of his Mercy towards us ! 


If God did not let finners, who have li- 


ved a great while ſecurely in their iniquity, 


at length feel the weight of his Juſtice, - 


they would lay afide all fear of his Power, 
and fall into ruin beyond a peſlibility of 
being recover'd, Burt yet we may ob- 
ſerye, That there is a plentiful mixcare of 


Mercy 
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Mercy in the Puniſhments which God firſt 
inflicts upon the greateſt ſinners; and that 
he does not proceed to high degrees of 
ſeverity , until their hearts are ſo hard, 
that lighter Aflictions would make no im- 


. preſſion upen them. 


Wherefore when very bad Men are 
brought to Repentance by a terrible Judg- 


' ment, they diſcern God's Goodneſs in no- 


thing more, than the terrour which at- 
tended the Judgment wherewith he cor- | 
rected them; becauſe they are ſenſible it 


would not have reclaim'd them from cheir 


. wicked Courſes, had it been of a milder 


ſort. 
God then tempers Judgment with Mercy, 

that as the contemplation of the one may 
preſerve in Mens minds an awful regard of 
his Majeſty, ſo the conſideration of the 
other may keep them from running into 
deſpair. Where Sinners are become bold, 
more of his Juſtice is requifite to make 
them dread his diſpleaſure, and to'acknow- 
ledg the infirmities of their ewn Nature ; 
but on the contrary, where ſuch a tender- 
nels is found in the Conlciences of —_ 

that 
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that they are extream fearful of their con- 
dition , notwithſtanding to the beſt of 
their abilicy they ſincerely endeavour to 
ſerve him; he is ſo far from putting any 
unneceſſary hard{hip upon them, that he 
letteth forth the treaſures of his Compaſ- 
ſion upon their diſturb'd Souls, does ſcatter 
their groundleſs fears, and refreſh and che- 
riſh them with his Mercies, 


There is no want of proof to convince - 


Men, that as all the temporal evils they 
ſuffer are leſs than in rigour of juſtice 


God might lay upon them ; ſo they never - 


overtake them, before they are neceſſary 
either to make them refle&t upon the Er- 


rors of their own ways, or to put a ſtopto | 


others in a bad Courſe, 

\ "The Servants of God , who have been 
renowned for their Piety, and whoſe hol 
deeds, and glorious ſufferings in the Cauſe 
of Religion, have been recorded by the 
Holy Ghoft for the imitation of the Follow- 
ers of Chriſt, and the ſupport of all afli&t- 
ed Saints, theſe eminent inſtruments in the 
work of the Lord, I ſay, have ever been 
ſo ſenſible of their owa trailty, as to dread 
the Divine Jultice. Fhey 
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They never did preſume to infiſt upon 
their own Righteouſneſs, when they came 
before God, as if they had lived with ſuch 
exactneſs, according to his Laws , that 
he could not afflict them', without being 
injurious. They were not ſuch ſtrangers 
to themſelves, as not to be conſcious, that 
in a great number of reſpe&ts their beha- 


: viour came ſhort of perfeftion ; which 


alone can juſtify a Man. Wherefore we 
ſhall never find that they appeal to their 
Innocence, when they have to deal with 
their Righteous Judge ; but full of the ap- 
prehenſion of their guilt, they caſt them- 
{elves at his feet, and addreſs their Cauſe 
wholly to his Mercy. 

David, a Man after God's own heart, 
openly confeſſes to him, If thou, Lord, 
wilt be extreme to mark What is done amiſs, 
0 Lord, who may abide it ! i. e. If God ſhould 
reckon with the beſt Man in the World for 
his Sins, and pals Sentence upon him ac- 
cording to his demerits, his Puniſhment 
would be intolerable : Therefore he flies 
to his Compaſſion, Enter not into judgment 
with thy ſervant, for in thy ſight ſhall no man 
living be juſtified, Job, 
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Job, who being aflaulced with many 


violent Temptations, and haraſs'd with a 
number of bitter Calamities , yet ſinned 
not, durſt not however ſtand upon his own 
Integrity; or think he could make a com- 
pleat defence of his Life to God: For in 
anſwer to his Friend, who had wilely ob- 
ſerved, That mortal Man could not be more juſt 
than God, or more pure than his Maker ; he lays, 
I know it is ſo of a truth: but how ſhould 
man be juſt with God? or if be will contend with 
him , he cannot anſwer him , one of a thous 
ſand. 
Jeremiah, after he had nade a large Liſt 
of the Troubles and Calamities of God's 
People, charges no Injuſtice upon him, as 
if he had treated them more Cr than 
their Caſe deſery'd ; but quite otherwiſe, 
he humbly acknowledges, That it was due 
to the Divine Contec that they fared no 
worle, It is the Lord's mercy we are not con- 
ſumed, becauſe bis compaſſtons fail not, And 
of this the Prophet gives a good reaſon ; 
becauſe Life, and all a Man enjoys by 
that capacity , which is preferable to no- 
thing , is the free grant of God, Where- 
G 
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fore doth. a living Man complain, a Man, for the 
puniſhment of his Sins? 1. e. While a Sinner 
has Life, he hath more than he can claim, 
and therefore hath no cauſe to find fault 
with any ſmaller evil chat God corrects him 
with for his crimes. 


(3.) We. muſt acknowledg the Divine 
Goodneſs in our Lofles and Sufferings ; 
when we conſider, that in the Golpel 
there is no expreſs Covenant, obliging 
God to beſtow temporal proſperity upon 
Holy Men. In the Chriſtian Religion 
there is no abſolute promiſe of worldly 
Power, Honour, or Wealth, even to them 
who do perform the Conditions there- 
of. 

And if God has not tied himfelf to 
preſerve the Saints always in a flouriſh- 
ing ſtate, Shall chey who are wicked ex- 
pect it from him? Shall the Sinners de- 
mand that, as juſtly belonging to them, 
which he has not made a debr to the 
beft of his Servants? Wherefore, if God 
be under no obligation in the Goſpel to 
beſtow a greater ſhare of the things of 
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the World, which are by Men lo hiercely 
ſought after, than what is neceſſary to 
Life, he does not, in depriving us of any 
of our {uperfluities , break any one Con- 
dition of the Covenant between us ; ſince 
the ſmalleſt Secular conveniency in our 

fſeffion, is more than we can claim, or 
than he contracted for. Our Saviour was 
ſo far from making any engagement, That 
they who are his Diſciples ſhould all be 
Rich, or Rulers, or Men of intereſt in the 
World; that he has declared, Father and 
Mother, and Wife and Children, and Hou- 
ſes, and Lands, miſt all be forſaken, where 
they cannot longer be had without doing 
|= Sv co his Holy Name, or breaking 
the Laws of his Religion. 

And becauſe upon account of their 
Relations, or Riches; or Power, Men 
would meet with the moſt prevailing 
temptations to tranſgreſs the Precepts of 
the Goſpel, ir is s Chriſt does pro- 
nounce , That it is eaſier for a Camel to 
go through the eye of a Needle , than for a 
rich Man to enter into the Kingdom of God. 
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and fetch down his Bleſſings, 


May we not then be ſure, that Chriſt 
would not encourage his Friends to h 
for a conſtant and teddy current of Plenty, 
and Honours and Pleaſure, when theſe 
things powerfully draw their affeftions 
from him, and tempt them to blot him out 
of their thoughts ? His Kingdom being 
of another World, none of the Glories 


of this are neceſſary to the attainment 


of it. 


And as we do not find, that our Lord 
made any .promiſe to Chriſtians -of an 
abundance 'of 'things., highly valued by 
the Men of this World ; fo neither do 
we obſerve, that che treats Great Men with 
-more reſpect, 'or grves 'them -cauſe to ex- 
pe they ſhall have kinder uſage, or re- 
ceive more 'favours from-'him, than the 


- -Poor., and thoſe of iow Rank. He has 
-made no {pecral Promiſes to 'the Rich, 


and Celebrated and Popular Perſons': But | 
the Beatitudes deſcend npon the Heads of ! 
Men -of © quite other Qualification » Not | 
their - outward Circumſtances, but the 
holy diſpoktons mm their 'Souls;, procure 
He bleſles | 
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the Hymble, the Poor in Spirit, the Holy 


Mourners, the Meck, they that hunger and + 


thirſt after Righteouſneſs, and earneſtly 
deſire to fulfil God's Juſt and Good Will ; 
the Merciful, the Pure in Heart, the Peace- 
makers, and they that ſuffer Perſecution, 
and are evil ſpoke of by all for Righteouſs 
neſs ſake. 

And hence it follows, that no body by 
realon of their. Wealth or 'Honour, are 


greater objects of Chriſt's love, or come 


More within the Verge of his Care ; but 
that men of mean and contemptible ſtate, 


are as much under the Protection of his - 


Providence, as thoſe of higheſt Quality ; 


have as plentiful a Portion of his Grace, 


and ſtand inas near a capacity to the Kings 
dom of Heaven. 

Had our Lord come into the world ins 
circled with all that Pomp and Power 
which-the Jews expe&ted the Meas ſhould 
appear with, .as he could have been no Ex- 
ample of Sufferings co this Followers , ſo 
would they have been tempred to arrive at 
ſome degrees of their Maſter's Glory, and 
have fet their Hearrs upon the Greatneſs 
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and Splendors of the preſent ſtate, when 


| it was ſo principal a part of his work, to 


reach his Diſciples to negle& and deſpiſe 
them. | 

Since then the Poſſeſſion of a large Por- 
tion of worldly Goods, is no part of the 
Bargain Jeſus Chriſt made with men in 
his Religion, who only promiſes a Supply 
of the Neceſlaries of Life ; and fince men, 
for the moſt part, have more than what is 
barely neceſlary to ſuſtainchem, they muſt 
acknowledg their great Obligation to the 
Divine Goodneſs, with reipe&t of the ful- 
neſs and eaſe of their condition here upon 
Earth. 

How much men under the Chriſtian 
Law, owe tothe Bounty of God, more than 
by the terms of it they could demand, is 
plain, notwithſtanding you ſuppoſe them 
to perform every condition of the Goſpel, 
and to live in a ſtate of innocence; but 
look upon them what really they are, as 
vile ſinners, and then in God's uſage of the 
greateſt Sufferers, enough will appear to 
clear the Juſtice of his dealings, and to con- 
vince them, who complain moſt bitterly, 
That 
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Thar he has been Gracious, and corrected 
them with Mercy. - 

But further ; When we refle& upon the 
utter averſenels of the world to the deſigns 
of Chriſt's Religion, and the deep Malice 
which ic bears againſt thoſe who lincerely 
profeſs it, as we ſhall ſee reaſon to believe 
and expeQ, that thoſe who live godly in 
Chriſt Jeſus, ſhould ſuffer afMii&ion ; ſo al- 
ſo all good men may to their unſpeakable 
joy obſerve, That their Religion does 
mightily thrive, when the wicked moſt en- 
deayvour to ſupprels it; and that nothing 
more refines the Lives of Chriſtians, and 
makes them come up to the Purity in the 
Goſpel required, than Perſecution. 

Of that parc of Providence which ex- 
tracts Good out of Evil, the Ancient Fa- 
1 ther diſcourſes well; * It is, ſaith he, the 
| *greateſt Argument of Divine Providence, 
I that it not only altogether deſtroys the 
I © hurtful qualicy of the Evil which proceeds 
1 © from the Apoſtacy of Human Will ; but 
1 <alſo does not ſuffer it to abide uſeleſs and 
© unprofitable ; for it is the buſineſs of the 
1 © Divine Wiſdom, Virtue, and Power, not 
| only 
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only to do good ( for thatis the Nature of 
© God, to ſay it once for all, as much as it 
<;sof Fire to burn, and of Light co ſhine ), 
© but eſpecially to order and dire&, thar 
© the Devices of the Wicked ſhould ſerve to 
© g00d and uſeful Purpoſes. 

As therefore it is in the nature of Unbe- 
lievers, and of the Prophane, to hate the 
People of God, and to deal cruelly 
them; ſo it is God's Will to ſuffer ic, that 
thereby his own may be improved in that 
Piety and Virtue which will prepare them 
for his Preſence, and incline him to take 
them out of all their Troubles the ſooner 
unto himſelf, 

And tho it be a great crime in naughty 
men to perſecute the Seryants of God, yet 
they have the leſs reaſon to complain of it, 
or-to be very uneaſte when afflited ; be- 
caule their ſufferings do tend ſo much to 
their Perfeftion. Nay , on the contrary, 
they ought ro eſteem it as a mark and to- 
ken of God's Kindneſs, that he is pleaſed 
to better and advance their Nature, even 
by Adverſity. . And itis no leſs than a de- 
monſtration of Infinite Wiſdom , that - 
Plots 
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Plots which are laid to ruin the Saints, 
ſhould make them more perfe&t ; and 
that, to the aſtoniſhment of all men, 
the Spight and Cruelty of Perlecutors 
{ſhould make Religion take deeper root , 
ro grow the faſter, and in the ſhorter 
time to ſpread ir ſelf over the face of 
the Earth. 

If indeed we regard the Malice and 
Rage of men, certainly enough has 
been atcempted to baniſh the Goſpel and 
Name of Jelus Chriſt out of the World, 
had not God appeared on its fide , and 
maintained his own Cauſe and People. 
And while God is with us, and does 
ſupport the Intereſt of the Religion 
wherein we are engaged, we may re- 
main confident, that Captivity , Impriſon- 
ment , Bonds, and Scourges , how much 
ſoever at preſent they may terrihe and 
grieve us, yet they ſhall never over- 
throw the Chriſtian Church, or reduce 
to a ſtate of Deſparation, the fincere Be- 
lievers; but God's ſpecial Grace will 


help and carry them through troubles of 
H every 
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every kind and degree, and make all con- 
clude in their Salvation. 

Let us then not hope either that the 
Wicked ſhould alter the Perverſeneſs of 
their Natures; or that for our ſakes God 
ſhould change the Wiſe Methods of his 


Providence, Let us not think we ſhall 


have kinder ulage from the World , than 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles had, and than 
the Army of Martyrs and Confeſſors , 
and all the Primitive Chriftians did meer 
with; | 
But as we are baptized into the Name 
of Chriſt, ſo never let us be aſham'd 
openly to profeſs it, or afraid to bear 
the Croſs of our dear Maſter : Jf the 
world hate you, ye know that it hated me 
before it hated you. And let us ſteddily 
look unto Jeſus the author and finiſher of 
our faith, who for the joy which was ſet 
before him , endured the croſs , deſpiſing the 
ſhame , and is fet down at the right hand of 
the Throne of God; for conſider him that en» 
dured ſuch contradiftion of fanners agamnſt him- 
ſelf , leſt ye be wearied, and faint in your 

minds, Heb. 12, 23. 
(4.) Ve 
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(4.) We muſt acknowledg the Good- 
neſs of God , whether in Sickneſs, Pain, 
or Trouble, when we place our Medi- 
tations on the ineſtimable Rewards of 
the next Life , which he has provided 
ro recompence the Sufferings of Holy 
Men in this. Our deep ignorance of 
the Joys of the other Life, will make 
all chings ſaid of them, to be with great 
diladvantage. The Philoſophers, and 
Men of refined Reaſon, were general- 
ly poſleſt with the Belief of a Future 
State ; of which yer their Diſcourſes are 
obſcure, and full of uncertainty ; and 
when they handle this Argument, they 
are often inconſiſtent with themſelves. 
Neither need chis be a wonder ; fince it 
is not to be imagined that by Natural 
Light, we ſhould be able ro make* any 
large diſcovery of the Pleaſures of Hea- 
ven: For they do ſo vaſtly difter from 
Worldly Enjoyments, and ſo infinitely 
ſurpaſs all the Pleaſures of Senſe , that 
our preſent Experience will not at all 
enable us to frame a Conception of them, 
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So that the beſt Information we are to 
expect in this matter, muſt be from the 
Holy Scripture ; neither doth chat ir elf 
deſcend into a particular deſcription of 
the nature of Heavenly Joys : The Spi- 
rit thoughc it ſufficient for the ſupport 
of our Faith, to give a general account 
of the uncounceivable Happineſs of the 
Future Life ; and to let us have full aſ- 


ſurance that it ſhould be the Portion of - 


all choſe , who ſhall to the end pertſe- 
vere in a ſincere obedience to the Laws 
of the Goſpel. And notwithſtanding, the 
beſt Progreſs we can make in our enquj 
ry after the Delights of the Glorious 
World above, will be chiefly by Nega- 
tives; for eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entred into the heart of man, 
the things which God hath prepared for them 
that love him; yet the conſideration of 
them, will be mighty comfortable, and 
enough to make us bear up under all 
the Preſſures and Troubles which ſhall 
attend the Croſs of Chriſt. 

ln Heaven we ſhall be free from all 
Sins ; and from eyery Temptation to do 
evil, 
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evil, which now proceeds from ſo huge 
2 number of caules and occaſions, We 
ſhall' be placed above the reach of the 
Malice and Power of the Devil ; whoſe 
perpetual work it is, to lay Plots to 
corrupt our Innocence, to take and en- 
ſnare our Souls by his cunning De- 
VICesS. 

We ſhall be removed from the fight 
and company of bad men, who by their 
ill example, and reſtleſs importunity , are 
ever inticing us to fin, We now con- 
verſe among the dangerous Enemies of 
our Sonls, who have a conſtant eye up- 
on us; ſo that if we do bur forbear :to 
watch never (o little, they will ſurprize 
us; if we do not walk circumſpedtly , 
we preſently ſhall be made to fall ; if 
we do not pray continually , the wick- 
ed will prove too ſtrong for us, and de- 
ceive us with the gaudy appearance of 
their tempting baits. 

O what a perpetual ſtruggle have we 
with our Lufts! and how much pains 
does it coſt to overcome them, when they 


violently preſs upon us ! 
What 


— 
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What a Vexation and Grief is it to 
our Minds, that. we fnd it fo hard to 
ſubdue the Motions to almoſt eve 
ſin! Nay, that thole Luſts which we have 
conquered, ſhould rally their Forces , 
aſſault us afreſh, and ſometimes prove 
roo many for us, and often lo terrifie 
us , as to make the Victory hazardous ! 
ſo that we are fain to cry out with the 
great Apoſtle, O wretched creatures that 
we are, who ſhall deliver us. from this 
body of Death ! Who ſhall deliver us 
from the Tyranny of our impetuous 
Luſts, which are always labouting to 
get the Rule over us, and would lead 
us captive into the Gates of Death ! 
We have not ſtrength enough in our 
ſelves; nothing but the Grace of God, 
and the cheriſhing Influences of his Ho- 
ly Spirit, will enable us ro get the Ma- 
ſtery over our own Rebellious Appe- 
tites. 

So difficult it is for the Spirit to con- 
quer the Fleſh, and to drive Satan our 
of his ſtrong-holds ; who will diſpute eve- 
ry Paſs, and contend eyery point with us ; 
. an 
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and never yield, while we allow him 
the leaſt encouragement, 

O what tears muſt be inje&ed into the 
hearts of faint and timorous Chriſtians, 
by their being conſtantly plyed with ſuch 
implacable Adverlaries! Toſerve God in» 
deed, is their real deſire, and they love 
him with all their hearts ; but deſpair 
holding out under theſe furious and hour- 
ly attacks of the Powers of Hell, They 
dread they ſhall fall away in this day of 
heavy tribulation, and. would give all 
they were worth, to be ſecured from 
the danger and trouble of their Temp- 
cations. 

Now in the next world , theſe Sor- 
rows, and Fears and Dangers, which are 
here ſo frighttul and ſo conſtant @will all 
be at an end: And what an undifturbed 
Peace, and equality of Temper will the 
Mind poſſeſs, when it is got paſt the ha- 
zard of all kinds of Temptation; when 
the Fleſh ſhall be entirely ſubject to the 
Spirit, and make no further oppoſition 
to its reaſonable diates; and there ſhall 
be nothing which can raiſe the leaſt com- 
motion. | 
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motion or diſorder within it ; but it ſhall 
abide in an uninterrupted courſe of In- 
nocence; and behold all irs Enemies 
lying ſlain before it, as the Iſraelites did 
with Joy and Triumph look back upon 
the drowned Epyptians, floting on the 
Red Sea. 

And as we ſhall be freed from the 
Power of Sin, ſo we ſhall get rid of all 
the Vexations , Grievances, and Mileries 
of this world ; many of which are the 
natural fruic, and proper effefts of our 
fins. We ſhall be ſtrangers to the drudge- 
ry and labours, which are ſo onde 
to get a Livelihood in this earthly ſtate, 
and to all the fears and cares which are 
needful to preſerve our Gains, and to con- 
vey th@n down ſafe and entire to our 
Children and Poſterity. Neither Pover- 


' ty, nor Contempt, nor Diſgrace , will 


threaten us; neither the Covetouſneſs of 
men will leſſen our Plenty , nor their 
Perverſeneſs diſturb our Peace, nor their 
Cruelty bring any Hardſhip upon us : 
We (all meet with no Difhculties to 
perplex our Thoughts, nor Dangers to 
exerciſe 
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exerciſe our Fears; but abide in a ſtate 
of perpetual Love and Friendſhip with 


all our fellow-creacures. | 
. And as-in the Regions of Heaven we 


ſhall ger above the, Power of Temprta- 


tion, the Malice of ill men, and all the, 


Calamicies of the lower World; ſo ſhall 
thele infirm , crazy, and fading Bodies , 
which ſtand. in need - of daily ſupplies co 
repair their decays , and. which miniſter 
fuel conſtantly to our Paſſions, be chan» 
ged into Incorruptible, Heavenly, and 
Immortal ones ; which will not lolicite 
and make the Soul wneahie with their 
hunger; nor clog and burden ic with 
their weight ; nor diſcourage and grieve 
it with their groſs and melancholly fumes ; 
nor ſpot and defile it with their Luſt. 
We ſhall know nothing more of Dilſea- 
ſes, nor Pains and Aches, nor Hunger nor 
Thirſt. They hunger no more, neither thirſt 
any more ; for the Lamb which is in the 
midſt of the Throne, ſhall feed them; and 
ſhall lead them unto living Fountains of Wa- 
1 ters, Then we ſhall be clothed with 


1 Robes of Beautiful Light, and the Righs 
| teous 
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teous ſhall ſhine as the Stars of the Fir- 
mament for ever. | 
In that Holy Place our Deſires will 
be gratified ; our Appetites will have 
full ſatisfaction ; our higheſt expeRari- 
ons will be anſwer'd ; and all our hopes 
turn'd into Fruition : But notwithſtand- 
ing every capacity of our nature will be 
filled with irs proper pleaſure, yer they 
ſhall never be glutted ; but as the Fa- 
yours of Heayen increaſe, fo will our 
Faculties be more and more enlarged to 
receive them: And although there ſhall 
be no end of our Joys, yet their perpe- 
tual abode will never cloy us ; who ſhall 
to all Eternity be improving into a great- 
er Likeneſs of God ; and till attain there- 
by to a higher and more quick and ſen- 
fible Reliſh of our Heavenly Delights. 
Then we ſhall be admitted into the 
moſt defirable and pleaſing Company: 
We ſhall converſe with Angels, and 

of the Society of all the Holy Men, ' 
who have been ſo renown'd in their Ge- 
nerations, and haye ſet thoſe admirable | 
Examples of Godlineſs and Virtue, There | 


we | 
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we ſhall fit down by our neareſt and 
moſt dear Relations, whoſe departure 
hence was (o terrible and grieyous to us ; 
by our belt Friends, Neighbours, and Ac- 
quaintance, and love and rejoice together, 
and praile the Lord for the great good, 
which by our mutual Piety we did one 
to another, 

O then we ſhall behold the Glorious 
Face of our Ever-Bleſſed Redeemer, who 
ſacrificed his own Blood to reſcue us 
from the Power and Guilt of our Sins, 
and to bring us into this moſt illuſtrious 
Habitation ! And that which ſwallows 
all che Powers of our Imagination , we 
ſhall come into the Preſence of the great 
and mighty God, and ſee him as he is, and 
for ever « taken up in rapturous con- 
templations of the inconceivable bright- 


neſs and ſplendor of his Infinite Mas 


jelty. 
Now when we duly conſider that theſe 


ſhall be the unexpreſſible Rewards of 


| Jour flighe and ſhore AfMictions, will ic 


not appear moſt juſt and reaſonable that we 


- 1 fhould ſubmit to the Will of God in all 


| things ? I 2 As 


+ 
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As nothing will- tend more to God's 
Glory, ſo nothing will agree more with 
our Intereſt, or more preduce true Com- 
fort and Peace in our Minds; than thank- 
fully to receive all that God pives, and 
patiently and meekly to- bear the lols of 
all he takes away; who will ſo infinite- 
ly recompence all our ſufferings for his 
ſake in the next life. 

And fince God has provided ſuch Joys 
for our Souls in the other State, O thar 
he would quicken our Deſires, and help 
our Endeavours to prepare our ſelves for 
them ! Seeing he- hath been pleaſed to 
chuſe our Bodies for Temples for his 
Holy Spirit to dwell in, O that he would 
free them from all Malice and Impuri- 

, and chaſe away every -ftrange and 
filthy Luſt from his choſen Habitation ! 

O that we might have ſo lively a 
ſenſe of the Goodneſs of the Lord, 
and of the Infinite 'Adyantage we ſhall 
gain therefrom, as not to give fleep to 
our eyes, nor {lumber'to our eye-lids, 
antil from the botrom of our Hearts, we 
had repented of every fin ; until we had 
Work» 
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worked up our Souls to an utter hatred 
of it, and obſtinately reſoly'd to forſake 
ir; until laying aſide all che Thoughts 
and Intereſts of this World, we had em- 
ployed our Souls wholly - in making a 
firm, well-grounded,, and- laſting Peace 
with our God, * 

May we lo frequently meditate on the 
Glories of his Nature , as earneſtly” to la- 
bour and (trive -ro grow like him - in his 
Truth, and Purity , and Love , and Mer- 
cy. May weſo often ſpend our thoughts - 
on Heaven, that-the Joys thereof may 
deeply afte&t our ſouls, and become moſt 
deſirable unto us. 

Did we deliberately - conſider theſe 
things, it can be: no queſtion, but we 
ſhould make'ir the great buſineſs of our 
whole lives, to fit and duly qualifie our 
ſelves for the Kingdom of Heaven. We 
ſhould abundantly more endeavour to 
live as the Righteous man doth, did we - 
oftner refle&t upon the unſpeakable Com- 
: forts which attend his Death; did we but 
ſeriouſly” think upon the Peace and Joy 
with which he finiſheth his courſe, and de- 
parts this Life. For -. 
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For: Death will only be-co him a Pal- 
ſage from bad Men, and malicious De- 
vils, to Holy Angels, and Innocent and 
Blefſed Souls ; from Labours, and Trou- 
bles, and Toils, to perpetual Eaſe and 
Quiet, and moſt durable Satisfaction ; 
from Pains. and Grief, and Sicknels, to 
Everlaſting Delights. 

When the Wicked ſhall begin to trem- 
ble, and their hearts to fail and fink 
within them, and their Conlciences to 
aſtoniſh and amaze them with a full and 
lively Repreſeatation of their many vile 
fins, and the notorious and ſhameful 
abuſes they have put upon all God's ten- 
der Mercies, and. of the intolerable flights 
and contempt with which they have re- 
ceived his Numerous and kind Invitati- 
ons to turn from their evil ways and 
live ; and when there ſhall be no other 
Proſpe&t before their Eyes, but that of 
Miſery, Horror, and Contuſion ; then ſhall 
you good Chriſtians look up towards Hea- 
ven, and behold certain ſigns of your 
Salvation drawing near. 


O 
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O in what a Tranſport of Plealure will 
your Souls be, in the minute they are 
reunited to your Bodies, and ſhall be» 
hold that moſt Bleſſed and moſt dear 
Saviour approching towards you ' on 2 
brighe Cloud, whom you have ſerved 
with all your Powers, and the great- 
eſt and moſt ſolicitous Care, to the. end 
of your days; whom you have loved 
above all, and denied the fierceſt Ap- 
petites of the Fleſh, and ftoutly refift» 
ed the moſt preſſing Temptations of the 
World, that you might follow him, and 
exactly conform your ſelves to his moſt 
Holy Example : When this Glorions Sa- 
viour of yours, appearing in all his Ma- 
jeſty, ſhall call you forth from the midft 
of that vaſt Aſſembly of men of all Times 
and Places, and looking very graciouſly 
_ you , ſhall take particular notice 
O 


haved your ſelves towards him, and in his 
Cauſe. 

O what Tongue can deſcribe the Joy 
you will feel in your hearts, when the 
Camp 


the Zeal, Love, ſincere AﬀeCtion and - 
Piety with which you have always be» . 
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Camp of Heaven, as it marches and moyes 
on, ſhall ſhout and rejoice to meet you ; 
when the Angels, who conceived (o 
much : Pleaſure - at your firſt Converſion , 
ſhall loudly: criumph at the Conſumma- 
tion of your Happineſs! 

| © how will your Souls overflow with 
grateful Refleftions upon the Boundleſs 
Goodneſs of God , when the Patriarchs , 
and Prophets, and Holy Apoſtles, and 
Glorious Martyrs, with all the People of 
the Lord , ſhall congratulate your eſcape 
from a wicked and miſerable World , 
and ſing , and praiſe cheir Redeemer, at 
this the accompliſhment of your Salya- 
tion |! 

When having put on a Splendid Body 
of Light, Chriſt ſhall preſent you to his 
Father on the Throne, and reckon up 
all your Prayers, and Faftings, and Tears; 
| all your Ats of Devotion; all your Deeds 
of Charity and Compaſſion to thoſe in 
Miſery 3 your readineſs on every occa- 
hon to comfort Widows, relieve Orphans, 
and to deliver the humble and helpleſs 
from the hard hands of the Opprel- 
ſor; 
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ſor ; your Meekneſs , Temperance, and 
Chaſtity, and inceſſant Pains to re- 
duce your lower appetites to a ready 
Obedience to the Divine Laws, and the 
ſuggeſtions of clear Reaſon; when your 
Kindneſs to Strangers ; your Humility in 
a Proſperous State ; your Patience and 
Submiſſion in Adverſity ; your unſhaken 
Conſtancy to the Intereſts of him your 
dear Maſter under Perſecution; and your 
teddy adherence to the True Faith, in 
the Times of greateſt danger , ſhall be 
all diſtintly rehearſed , and accepted, 
and adjudged worthy of Eternal Re- 
wards! 

O how thankful will you be to God 
for the day in which you did ſeriouſly 
begin your Repentance ! how will you 
love the man who did miniſter the oc- 
caſion , and was the Inſtrument of your 
ſincere Converſ1on , and did firſt guide 
you into the right Paths of Everlaſting 
Happineſs ! 


Do Thou therefore, O Lord, reveal to us 
ſo much of the Beauty of Thy Perfe- 
K | 


tons, 
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i”, trons, thati with -all. our Heart, and all 

our Strength, We may ſeek Thee ; do 

Thou ſo dire our Steps, that having 

ſought , we may find Thee ; and having 

found Thee , may Reverence Thy Majes 

ſty, Dread Thy Power, Obey Thy Wil, 

Love Thy Goodneſs , Adore all Thy At- 

tributes, and Increaſe in all Deeds of Pie- 

ty, until thou ſhalt put an end to this mor- 


tal Life, and take us into a Glorious Eter- 
nity. | 


